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OKDER   OF   COUNCIL. 


3rd  July,  1906. 


Ordered  :  That,  considering  the  large  amount  of  capital 
invested  in  public  works  and  buildings  throughout  Cape  Colony 
and  Natal — more  particularly  at  the  seaport  towns — and  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  Foreign  Countries  have  already  taken,  or  are  at 
present  taking,  active  steps  to  deprive  us  of  our  legitimate  trade 
by  the  construction  of  llailways  from  Benguela,  Swakopmund 
and  Delagoa  Bay,  a  Select  Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Dempers,  Pyott,  Michau,  Rogers  and  Logan  (Mover),  be  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  above  matters,  to  take  evidence  and  call 
for  papers. 
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REPORT 


OF 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  by  Order  of  the 
Legislative  Council,  dated  8rd  July,  1906,  to 
consider  the  matter  of  the  large  amount  of 
capital  invested  in  private  property  and  ex- 
pended on  Harbours,  Railways  and  other 
public  works  and  buildings  throughout  Cape 
Colony  and  Natal — more  particularly  at  the 
seaport  towns — and  the  fact  that  Foreign 
Countries  have  already  taken,  or  are  at 
present  taking,  active  steps  to  deprive  us 
of  our  legitimate  trade  by  the  construction 
of  Railways  from  Benguela,  Swakopmund  and 
Delagoa  Bay  ;  the  Committee  to  have  power 
to  take  evidence  and  call  for  papers,  and  to 
consist  of  Messrs.  Dempers,  Pyott,  Michau, 
RoGEES  and  Logan  (Mover). 

Your  Committee,  having  thoroughly  investi- 
gated the  various  facts  and  figures,  and  also  con- 
sidered the  evidence  given  by  the  General  Manager 
of  Railways  relative  to  the  steps  that  have  been  or 
are  being  taken  by  Foreign  Powers  for  the  con- 
struction of  Railways  from  ports  on  the  East  and 
West  Coasts  of  Africa,  begs  to  report  as  follows  : — 

1.  It  would  appear,  from  information  laid  be- 
fore your  Committee,  that  the  ultimate  ob- 
jective of  the  lines  of  railway  now  being 
constructed  from  Swakopmund  and  Ben- 
guela by  the  (lerman  and  Portuguese  Gov- 
ernments respectively,  is  Bulawayo.  Should 
this  be  so,  and  these  lines,  or  others  of  a 
similar  nature,  become  accomplished  facts, 
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there  is  no  doubt  that  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  traffic  to  Johannesburg  and  other 
centres,  which  is  now  being  carried  over 
the  Cape  Government  Eailways,  wouhl  be 
diverted  to  such  lines,  owing  to  the  great 
saving,  both  in  time  and  distance,  that  they 
would  effect. 

2.  The  General  Manager  of  Eailways,  in  his 
valuable   evidence  before  your  Committee, 
states  that  whereas  the  Colony  carried   30 
per  cent,  of  the  Johannesburg  traffic  in  1897 
and  1898,  it  is  only  carrying  13  per  cent,  or 
14  per  cent,  to-day,  most  of  the  difference 
having  gone  to  Delagoa  Bay  and  Beira  ;  and 
if  railways  from  Benguela,  Bwakoj)mund,  or 
any  other  adjacent  ports  be  constructed  to 
and  across  our  borders  there  would  be  other 
competitors   to   deprive   us   of    what    little 
trade  we  have  remaining. 

3.  In  view  of  the  material  advantages  the  in- 
terior Colonies  would  derive  by  the  con- 
struction of  these  projected  railways,  it 
would  be  useless  to  expect  very  much  assis- 
tance from  them  in  the  way  of  safeguarding 
our  Colonial  interests,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  such  Colonies  have,  for  the  most 
part,  been  exploited  and  developed  with 
money  made  in  Cape  Colony. 

4.  Your  Committee  is,  therefore,  of  opinion, 
that  this  is  a  matter  which  deserves  serious 
consideration,  and,  to  guard  against  it,  re- 
commends that  our  Government  should  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  approaching  the 
Imperial  authorities,  either  by  a  deputation 
consisting  of  representatives  from  each  port 
in  the  Cape  Colony,  or  otherwise,  with  a  view 
to  imjDressing  upon  the  British  Government 
the  great  importance  of  informing  the  Ger- 
man and  Portuguese  Governments,  or  any 
other  Powers   concerned,  that  such  a  duty 
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will  be  placed  on  <>oods  carried  over  our 
borders  from  foreign  ports  as  will  enable 
our  Eailways  to  compete  with  them,  and 
thus  retain  a  fair  share  of  the  trade  which 
is  our  birthright. 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  would  point 
out  that  at  the  end  of  last  year  the  total 
amount  of  capital  invested  in  this  Colony  in 
Harbours,  Eailways,  Government  buildings 
and  private  property  Avas  124  millions  ster- 
ling ;  and  it  is  strongly  of  opinion  that  if 
immediate  steps  be  not  taken  by  Govern- 
ment to  combat  this  Foreign  Eailway  aggres- 
sion the  prosperity  of  Cape  Colony  will  be 
very  seriously  affected. 


JAMES  D.  LOGAN, 

Chairman. 


Committee  Eooms, 

Legislative  Council, 
1st  August,  1906. 
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RAPPORT 

VAN  HET 

GEKOZEN  COMITE,  aangesteld  op  Order  van  den 
Wetgevende  Eaad.  gedateerd  den  3den  Juli 
1906,  oni  in  overweging  te  nemen  het  groote 
bedrag  aan  liapitaal,  belegd  in  privaat  eigen- 
doni,  zoowel  als  dat,  ten  koste  gelegd  aan 
Havens,  Spoorwegen  en  andere  publieke 
werken  en  gebouwen  door  de  Kaap  Kolonie 
en  Natal  been — meer  bijzonderlijk  in  de 
haven  steden — en  het  feit  dat  vreenide 
landen  reeds  actieve  stappen  hebben  genonien 
of  thans  bezig  zijn  zulks  te  nemen  oni  ons  van 
onzen  rechtmatigen  handel  te  berooven  door 
den  bonw  van  Spoorwegen  van  Benguela, 
Swakopmund  en  Delagoa  Baai  ;  het  Coniite 
niacht  te  hebben  oni  getuigenis  in  te  winnen 
en  om  papieren  te  vragen,  en  te  bestaan  uit  de 
heeren  Dempees,  Pyott,  MiCHAU.  Rogers  en 
Logan  (den  Yoorsteller). 

Uw  Coniite,  de  verschillende  feiten  en  cijfers 
grondig  onderzocht  hebbende,  alsook  overwogen 
hebbende  het  getuigenis  gegeven  door  den  Alge- 
nieene  Bestuurder  van  Spoorwegen  aangaande  de 
stappen,  die  door  Vreenide  Mogendheden  genonien 
zijn  of  wordeii  genonien  tot  den  bouw  van  Spoor- 
wegen van  de  havens  op  de  Cost  en ,  West  Kusten 
van  Afrika,  wenscht  hetvolgendeterapporteeren : — 

1.  Het  blijkt  uit  de  informatie  uw  Coniite  voor- 
gelegd,  dat  Bulawayo  het  eindelijke  mil^punt  is 
van  de  spoorweglijnen,  die  nu  door  liet  Duitsche 
en  Portugeesche  Gouvernementen  resj)ectievelijk 
van  Swakopmund  en  Benguela  worden  gebouwd. 
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Indien  dit  liet  lioval  is,  on  dezo  lijiion  of  Hiulere 
lijncn  van  dorgelijken  aard,  volvocrdo  t'oiton  wor- 
den,  is  or  goon  twijfcl  aan,  dat  oon  aanzionlijk  dool 
van  do  tratiok  naar  Joliannosbur^-  en  andoro  cen- 
trums, liotwolk  nil  ovor  do  Kaapscho  Gouverno- 
ments  Spoorwogon  goschiedt,  naar  zoodaiiigo  spoor- 
wcglijnen  zal  wordon  afgoloid.  wogons  do  groote 
bosparing  die  zij,  wat  tijd  ondistantio  aangaat,  ten 
govolgo  liebben  zullon. 

2.  De  Algcmeeno  Bestuurder  van  Spoorwegen, 
in  zijn  kostbaro  getnigcnis  afgologd  voor  uw 
Coniite,  zogt  dat  waar  in  1897  on  1898,  do  Kolonie 
30  per  cent,  van  de  Joliannesburgsche  trafiek  deed, 
zij  vandaag  sleclits  18  per  cent,  of  14  per  cent,  or 
van  doet.  daar  hot  grootsto  dool  van  do  ovorblij- 
vende  trafiek  naar  Dolagoa  Baal  on  Beira  gogaan 
is  ;  en  indien  spoorwegen  van  Benguobi,  Swakop- 
mund  of  eonige  andere  aangronzondo  havens  naar 
en  door  onze  grenzon  worden  gebouwd,  zullon  er 
andoro  niodedingers  zijn  oni  ons  van  den  weinigen 
handol,  die  er  nog  ovorblijft  to  berooven. 

3.  Met  hot  oog  op  de  belangrijke  voorrechton.  die 
de  binnonlandscho  Kolonies  door  den  bouw  van 
dezo  voorgononion  sj)oorwegon  bokonien  zullon, 
zou  hot  nuttoloos  zijn  oni  veel  hulp  van  hen  te 
verwachton,  in  den  vorni  van  onze  Kolonialo  bo- 
langen  te  beschermon,  niettegonstaando  hot  feit 
dat  zoodanigo  Kolonies,  nieorondools,  gooxploiteord 
on  ontwikkold  zijn  met  gold,  in  do  Kaap  Kolonie 
verzamold. 

4.  Uw  Comite  is  derhalvo  van  gevoelen,  dat  dit 
een  zaak  is,  die  ernstigo  overweging"  verdient  en 
ten  einde  op  de  hoedo  ortogon  to  zijn.  beveelt  hot 
aan,  dat  ons  Gouvcrnement  de  wonsclielijkhoid  in 
overweging  nomon  zal,  om  zich  bij  de  Kijks 
Autoriteiten  te  vorvoogen,  hetzij  door  een  doputa- 
tie,  bestaande  uit  vortogenwoordigors  van  elko 
haven  in  de  Kaap  Kolonie,  of  anderszins,  met  hot 
dool,  om  op  hot  gomoed  van  hot  Britsche  Gouvor- 
nomont  hot  groote  gewicht  te  drukkon,  van  do 
Duitsche    en    Portugeesche     Gouvernementen    of 


eenige  anclere  Mogenlieden  orin  beti  okkcD ,  te  laton 
weten,  dat  zoodanioe  belasting  gelegd  zal  worden 
op  goederen,  over  onze  grenzen  vervoerd.  uit 
vreemde  haven  afkomstig,  als  onze  Spoorwegen 
instaat  zullen  stollcn  oni  met  hen  te  competeeren, 
oni  alzoo  een  billijk  deel  van  den  handel,  die  ons 
geboorterecht  is,  te  behouden. 

5.  Ten  slotte,  wenscht  uw  Comite,  nog  aan  te 
nierken,  dat  aan  het  einde  van  het  laatste  jaar,  de 
totale  som  aan  kapitaal  in  deze  Kolonie  belcgd, 
ten  opzichte  van  Havens,  Spoorwegen,  Gonvernc- 
nients  Gebouwen  en  privaat  eigendom,  124  millioen 
ponden  sterling  was  ;  en  het  is  sterk  van  gevoelen, 
dat  indien  dadelijke  stappen  niet  door  het  Gou- 
vernenient  worden  genomen  onr  dezen  Vreemde 
Spoorweg  aanvaL  te  bestrijden,  zal  de  welvaart 
van  de  Kaap  Kolonie,  geducht  er  onder  lijden. 

JAMES  D.  LOGAN, 

Yoorzitter. 

Comite  Kamers, 
Wetgevende  Eaad, 

1  Ano-ustus  1906. 


peoceedinctS  of  committee. 


Proceedings  of  the  Select  Committer  ;ii)i)oiute(l  by  Order 
of  the  Legislative  Council,  dated  lird  July,  1906,  to  consider 
the  matter  of  the  large  amount  of  cai)ital  invested  in  private 
pj'operty  and  expended  on  Harbours,  Railways  and  other 
public  works  and  buildings  throughout  Ca})e  Colony  and 
Natal — more  particularly  at  the  seaport  towns — and  the  fact 
that  Foreign  Cotnitries  have  alread}'  taken,  or  are  at  present 
taking,  active  steps  to  deprive  us  of  our  legitimate  trade  by 
the  construction  of  Railways  from  Benguela,  Swakopmund 
and  Delagoa  Bay :  the  Committee  to  consist  of  Messrs. 
Dempbrs,  Pyott,  Michau,  Rogers  and  Logan  (Mover), 
and  to  have  power  to  take  evidence  and  call  for  papers. 


Wednesday,  11th  Juhj,  I 'JOG. 


PRESENT 


Mr.  Logan. 
„    Pyott. 

„    Michau. 


Mr.  Rogers. 
„    Deinpers. 


Clerk  read  Order  of  Council  dated  3rd  Jul}',  19(Hi. 
Resolved  :  That  Mr.  Logan  be  Chairman  of  this  Committee. 
Chairman  laid  on  Table  : 

(1)  Map  of  Central  and  South  Africa  showing  probable  Rail- 
way routes. 

(2)  Return  showing  effect  of  Swakopmund   Railway  on  Cape 
Colony  ports. 

(3)  Return   showing   effect   of  Benguela   Railwaj'    on    (Jape 
Colony  ports. 

(4)  Return  giving   mileage  table   of  Benguela  and  Swakop- 
mund Railways. 

(5  &  6)  Six  newspaper  extracts. 

(7)  Memo  re  Railways  in  German  South- West  .Africa. 

(8)  Memo  re  Henguela  Railway. 

(9)  Memo  re  proposed  German  line  to  the  Rantl. 

(lU)  Summar}-  of  capital  invested  in  Cape   Colony  and  Cape 

Colon}-  ports. 
(11)  Extract   from   Mr.   Logan's    speech   in   the     Legislative 
Council  the  30th  August,  1899. 
(Above  documents  not  printed.) 
Committee  in  deliberation. 

Resolved  to  examine  the  General   Manager  of  Railways  at  next 
meeting. 

Adjourned  until  Thursday,  19th  July,  IDOC,  at  10.30  a.m. 


'~X.n  PROCEEDINGS  OF  COMMITTEE. 

Thursday,  19th  July,  1906. 


PRESENT. 

Mr.  Logan  (Chairman). 

Mr.  Michau.  Mr.  Rogers. 

Mr.  Dempers. 

Minutes  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Clerk  stated  that  the  General  Manager  of  Railways  had 
been  summoned  to  attend  this  Committee  at  10.30  a.m.  to-day, 
and  that  gentleman  had  replied  that  prior  to  the  receipt  of  the 
summons  he  had  received  a  notice  from  the  House  of  Assembly 
that  he  was  required  to  give  evidence  before  the  Select  Committee 
on  Railways  at  11  a.m.  to-day.  This  was  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Chairman,  who  instructed  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  to  say  in 
reply,  that  it  was  not  anticipated  that  the  examination  of  the 
witness  in  question  would  exceed  half-an-hour,  so  it  would  not 
interfere  with  his  attendance  at  the  House  of  Assembly  Com- 
mittee. A  letter  had,  however,  just  been  received  from  the  Clerk 
to  the  General  Manager  stating  that  Mr.  McEwen  had  been 
summoned  to  attend  the  House  of  Assembly  Committee  at  10  a.m. 
instead  of  11  a.m.  From  this*  letter,  it  would  appear  that  the 
witness  would  not  attend  the  Council  Committee  this  morning. 

Clerk  laid  the  correspondence  on  the  Table.    [Not  printed.] 

The  Chairman  stated  that  he,  personally,  had  seen  the  General 
Manager  of  Railways,  who  had  agreed  to  attend  this  Committee 
at  10.30  a.m.  to-day. 

The  Committee  deliberated. 

Resolved  :  That  the  Chairman  be  instructed  to  report  the  matter 
to  the  President  of  the  Council. 

Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  25th  July,  1906,  at  10.30  a.m. 


Wednesday,  25th  July,  1906, 


PRESENT. 
Mr.  Logan  (Chairman). 


Mr,  Rogers. 
Mr.  Michau. 


Mr.  Pyott. 
Mr.  Dempers. 


Minutes  read  and  confirmed. 

Chairman  stated  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  General 
Manager  of  Railways  explaining  the  cause  of  his  non-attendance 
at  the  last  meeting  ;  consequently  the  matter  had  not  been 
reported  to  the  Council. 

Mr.  T.  S.  McEwen,  C.M.G.,  General  Manager  of  Railways, 
■examined. 


PROCEEDINGS   OF   COMMITTEE.  Xlll 

Committee  in  deliberation. 

Resolved:  That  the  Chiiirman  draw  ui)  a  Draft  [\ei)ort  pointing' 
out  the  position  of  the  Dt'laf,n)a  Bay  and  Heira  Railways  to-day  ; 
and  that,  in  oi-der  to  gu:ird  against  a  similar  state  of  alVairs 
occurring  in  the  future,  through  the  l)uilding  of  lines  from 
Swakopmund  and  Benguela  to  our  borders,  the  British  Govern- 
ment should  warn  the  German  and  Portuguese  Governments  that 
such  A  duty  will  be  i)laced  on  goods  carried  over  our  borders  by 
such  lines  as  will  enable  our  railways  to  compete  with  them.  If 
necessary,  a  deputation,  consisting  of  representatives  from  each 
port  in  the  Cape  Colony  should  be  sent  to  interview  the  Imjjerial 
authorities  on  the  subject. 

Resolved  :  That  Draft  Report  be  considered  at  next  meeting. 

Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  1st  August,  l'.)06,  at  lO.liO  a.m. 


Wednrsday,  1st  Anf/usf,  liiOG. 


PRESENT. 
Mr.  Logan  (Chairman). 


Mr.  Rogers. 
Mr.  Michau. 


Mr.  Dempers. 


Minutes  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Chairman  sul)mitted  a  Draft  Repo.it. 

Draft  Report  considered  and  amended. 

Resolved  :  That  Draft  Report,  as  amended,  be  adopted. 

Resolved  :  That  the  Chairman  report  accordingly. 


MINUTES    OF   EVIDENCE. 


SELECT   COMMITTEE    ON    FOEEK^N 
RAILWAY    COMPETITION. 

Wednesday^  2oth  July,  1906. 


PRESEXT  : 
Mr.  Logan  (Chairman), 


Mr.  Eogers. 
Mr.  Michau. 


Mr.  Dempors. 
Mr.  Pyott. 


Mr.  Thomas  Smith  McEwen^  C.M.G..  examined. 

1.  Chairman.^     You  are  the  General  Manager  of    Mr.  t.  s. 
RaHways  ?— Yes.  ^^c^^S^' 

2.  The  Committee  has  been  appointed  in  view        — 

of  the  fact  that  foreign  countries  have  already  ^''^^  ^■''' ^^^^' 
taken,  or  are  at  present  taking,  active  steps  to 
deprive  this  Colony  of  its  legitimate  trade  by  the 
construction  of  railways  from  Benguela,  Swakop- 
mund  and  Delagoa  Bay.  Take  Benguela  first. 
What  is  your  opinion  as  regards  the  construction 
of  a  railway  from  Benguela  to  Bulawayo  ? — From 
Cape  Town  to  Bulawayo  the  raihvay  distance  is 
1,362  miles,  as  the  crow  flies  it  is  about  1,140  miles. 
From  Benguela  to  Bulawayo,  as  the  crow  flies,  it  is 
1,130  miles  ;  but  in  connection  with  this  I  have  to 
point  out  that  I  happened  to  see  Mr.  Pauling  the 
other  day  who  gave  me  some  useful  information. 
He  said  that  the  route  of  the  line  they  are  building 
from  Benguela  goes  to  a  point  called  Kombobie 
which  is  1,300  miles  from  Lobito  Bay — that  is  the 
place  where  the  vessels  go  and  Benguela  is  some 
20  miles  from  it.  From  Kombobie  it  comes  down 
to  a  place  in  the  Tanjanyka  Concessions. 


2  MINUTES   OF    EVIDENCE   TAKEN    BEFOKE    THE    SELECT 

Mr.  T.  s.        3.  I  had  a  talk  with  Mr.  Pauling  myself,  but  it 

c.^G^'    is  not  witli  regard  to  what  they  are  thinking  of 

—        doing,  it  is  what  they  have  commenced  to  do  and 

""^  '  what  they  can  do  supposing  they  built  the  line 
from  Benguela  to  Bulawayo  ? — I  take  it  that  if  it 
is  a  distance  of  1.130  miles  from  Benguela  to 
Bulawayo  as  the  crow  flies,  supposing  a  company 
made  the  line  as  straight  as  they  possibly  could, 
you  might  add  on  30  per  cent,  for  ramifications  of 
the  railway,  but  I  des'ire  to  protect  myself  by  say- 
ing that  I  know  nothing  of  the  country — whether 
it  is  easy  or  difficult — so  from  my  point  of  view  I 
am  unable  to  give  any  information  which  is 
reliable. 

4.  We  do  not  expect  you  to  tell  us  to  a  foot  or 
a  mile,  but  surely  you  could  tell  us  whether  there 
would  be  six  days  saving  going  to  Bulawayo  from 
Benguela  instead  of  going  from  the  Gsi'pe  ? — As  far 
as  the  mail  boat  journey  is  concerned  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  there  would  be  a  saving  of  five  days.  I 
will  give  the  information,  as  far  as  I  know,  of  the 
railway  which  is  to  be  constructed,  not  as  it  if^ 

^  sketched  in  this  map.  [Not  printed].  The  distance' 
is  2.400  miles  from  Benguela  to  Bulawayo  instead 
of  1,130  as  the  crow  flies,  but  if  the  Company  were 
to  set  themselves  to  make  the  railway  direct  I  do 
not  think  the  distance  would  be  under  1,500  miles, 
which  would  take  three  days  by  rail  at  least,  so  there 
would  be  five  days  saving  in  getting  to  Bulawayo. 
From  Bulawayo  to  Johannesburg  you  might  put 
down  as  taking  another  full  day. 

5.  In  the  event  of  their  constructing  the  line 
from  Benguela  to  Bulawayo  they  would  be  able  to 
get  to  the  latter  place  in  five  or  six  days  shorter 
time  ? — No  ;  I  should  say  from  two  to  three  days 
shorter  time  after  the  line  had  been  open  for  many 
years. 

6.  But  it  is  no  use  closing  the  stable  door  after 
the  horse  has  gone.  The  distance  from  Benguela 
to  Cape  Town,  as  the  crow  flies,  is  1,650  miles,  and 
the  present  rate  of  steamships — which  I  have  had 
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corrected  by  the  steamship  com])Miiies — foi-  tlio  (lis-  f.\J-  ^• 
tancc  would  be  five  days  twelve  hours  ;  IVoni  Capo  c\m.g.  ' 
Town  to  Bulawayo  by  rail  is  1,'Myd  miles 
which  takes  three  days.  Well,  that  makesadiit'cr- 
ence  of  1,832  miles,  or  a  saving-  of  six  days  by  K^ing 
from  Bonguela  to  Bulawayo  if  they  make  the 
line  direct,  which  it  is  very  probable  they  will 
do  ? — As  a  railway  man  I  say  it  is  not  possible 
that  they  will  make  the  line  straight.  They 
will  go  to  the  copper  fields  and  thus  consider- 
ably out  of  the  straight  line.  I  quite  agree  with 
you  that  if  the  line  were  made  as  straight  as  it 
possibly  can  be  it  would  make  a  difference  in 
getting  to  Johannesbarg  of  possibly  three  days. 

7.  Mr.  Pi/ofL]  That  is  steam  passage  as  well  as 
rail  ? — Yes. 

8.  Mr.  Michaii.']  Have  we  anything  to  fear,  say 
within  the  next  ten  or  fifteen  years,  as  regard  our 
trade  being  diverted  by  the  construction  of  this 
line  ? — That  is  actually  the  position  now  that  our 
trade  with  Johannesburg  is  being  interfered 
with  by  the  Delagoa  Bav  line.  Whereas  we  carried 
30  %  of  the  trade  in  1897  and  1898  we  are  only 
carrying  something  like  13  ^  or  14  %  to-day  and 
the  difference  has  gone  to  Durban  and  Delagoa 
Bay,  which  is  actually  our  competitor  now  and 
will  be  the  port  we  will  have  most  difficulty  with 
as  far  as  heavy  traffic  is  concerned. 

9.  We  fear  we  may  have  worse  enemies  even 
than  Delagoa  Bay  ? — Yes,  there  would  be  another 
competitor  to  cut  away  a  little  bit  more  of  the 
little  we  have  remaining. 

10.  Have  we  no  means  of  preventing  them  from 
constructing  the  line,  or  what  can  we  do  when 
they  get  to  our  border? — The  only  remedy  is  a 
remedy  of  sentiment  as  to  whether  you  would  be 
able  to  get  such  terms  made  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment as  would  prevent  any  railway  coming  in 
from  a  foreign  port  having  an  advantage  over 
railways  from  British  ports. 
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Mr  T.  s.        11  _   CJiairrnayi.']  You   have  travelled  on  the  Con- 

'c.Mx>!^'    tinent.     When    you    cross    from   one   country   to 

lui  2T1906  ^^other  do  they  not  put  on  customs  duties  ? — Yes. 

12.  So  it  would  be  possible  for  us  to  put  such  a 
customs  tariff  on  goods  coming  over  our  border  as 
would  enable  Cape  Town,  Port  Elizabeth  and  East 
London  to  compete  with  their  ports  ?  —  The 
Imperial  Government  might  do  so,  not  the  Cape. 

13.  Mr.  PyottJ]  As  a  practical  man  do  you  think 
there  is  any  chance  of  such  a  line  being  built  from 
Benguela  to  Bulawayo  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  As 
far  as  my  information  goes  the  line  runs  north,  in 
the  direction  of  Lake  Tanjanyka,  to  Kombo- 
bie,  from  there  it  goes  to  Kanshunshi,  and  from 
there  to  Bivana  M'Kuba,  and  then  to  Broken  Hills, 
which  is  above  120  miles  from  the  Congo  border. 

14.  What  is  the  distance  from  the  border  of  the 
German  territory  to  Bulawayo  ? — The  German 
territory  comes  within  about  20  miles  of  the 
Victoria  Falls. 

15.  Is  there  any  practical  reason  why  we  should 
worry  about  a  line  from  Benguela  to  Bulawayo  ? 
— I  think  the  Chairman  is  right  in  saying  that  it 
would  be  a  good  thing  to  let  these  people  know 
that  if  they  are  going  to  join  the  Ehodesian  Eail- 
ways  it  would  be  a  fair  thing  to  ask  that  British 
possessions  should  have  some  customs  duty  or 
other  method  of  giving  us  an  advantage  over  them 
in  that  direction 

16.  Mr.  Michau,.']  Then  you  agree  thai  it  is  neces- 
sary for  the  Cape  Parliament  to  inform  the  Home 
Government  about  this  ? — I  think  it  would  be  a 
good  thing  that  their  attention  should  be  drawn  to 
it.  With  regard  to  passenger  traffic,  it  would  par- 
ticularly affect  Cape  Town  if  the  journey  were 
made  five  days  shorter,  and  if  the  railway  did  not 
run  through  fever- stricken  country,  and  was  a 
comfortable  line — and  there  is  no  reason  why  it 
should  not  be  a  comfortable  line  to  travel  over. 
There  is  no  doubt  it  would  enter  into  competition 
as  regards  passenger  traffic. 
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17.  Mr.  Pi/ott.l  But  not  as  ref?ards  "oods  .-^ — 1  do    -^ir.  i.  .s. 
not  think  so.  c.m.g. 

18.  Cliainnan.']  Do  not  you  tliink  it  is  only  fjiii-  ^  .    ~ 
to   the   Germans   and    Portu«>iicse   that,   now    we'"^"' 
know  for  a  fact  that  they  have  commenced  these 
railways,  w^e   ou<i;ht,  through  the  British  Govern- 
ment, to  give  intimation  that  as  far  as  the  Colonics 

are  concerned  we  would  have  a  tariff  on  our 
borders  such  as  would  enable  us  to  compote  with 
them  ? — I  think  representations  would  do  no 
harm,  and  it  might  have  the  effect  of  helping  us  in 
the  future,  because  it  may  be  said  when  they  bring 
the  railway  to  the  frontier  that  we  permitted  it. 
With  regard  to  Northern  Rhodesia,  it  has  already 
been  done,  and  what  is  permitted  in  one  part 
would  be  very  likely  done  in  another. 

19.  As  regards  the  Swakopmund  business  ? — 
With  regard  to  that,  there  are  several  things  you 
have  to  take  into  consideration.  One  is  that 
Germany  can  construct  a  railway  in  her  own 
territory  to  a  point  within  50  miles  of  the  Victoria 
Falls,  and  thus  have  access  to  Rhodesia.  They 
would  have  to  pass  over  a  longer  distance  of 
British  territory  to  form  a  junction  with  our  rail- 
ways between  Kimberley  and  Bulaw^ayo.  I  under- 
stand that  all  you  wish  to  do  is  to  guard  against 
the  danger  should  it  ever  come  within  the  bounds 
of  probability  that  the  lines  would  be  made.  The 
Germans  have  already  made  a  railway  from 
Swakopmund  to  Windhoek,  and  the  rails  on  the 
branch  northwards  have  now  reached  Otavi  ;  if 
you  look  at  the  map  you  will  see  that  their  idea  is 
no  doubt  to  get  to  the  north  and  possibly  attract  a 
certain  amount  of  trade  from  the  present  lines.  The 
extension  from  Otavi  to  Rhodesian  territory  within 
the  German  Protectorate,  I  should  say  would  take 
this  line  within  at  least  50  or  60  miles  of  tlie 
Rhodesian  Railway  at  Victoria  Falls.  You  can 
make  conditions  if  you  can  persuade  the  British 
Government  to   agree  to   them.     With   regard   to 

oming   across   to   Kimberley,   they   have  built  a 
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Mr.  T.  s.    railway  from  Swakopmund  to  Windhoek,  and  it 
'cmS"!'    would  have  to  ^o  over  a  f]^reater  length  of  line  in 
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British  territory  than  in  their  own  country  to  get 
to  our  line.  There,  again,  it  might  be  pointed  out 
that  if  tlKiV  desired  to  construct  and  work  railways 
in  our  countrv  we  could  make  such  Customs 
charges,  conditions  and  rates,  as  would  protect  our 
own  interests.  Then  there  is  another  point  in 
connection  with  this  question.  I  am  not  quite 
sure  of  the  circumstances,  but  when  the  Bechuana 
Eailway  was  built,  there  was  an  undertaking* 
given  by  the  Chartered  Company  that  no  line  from 
the  west  would  be  allowed  to  join  without  the 
consent  of  the  Cape  Parliament.  That,  of  course, 
might  apply  through  the  whole  country,  or  only 
to  the  line  within  our  own  boundary  ;  but  surely 
it  is  competent  for  the  Colony,  within  our  own 
jurisdiction,  to  make  the  conditions  upon  which 
we  allow  them  to  construct  railways  and  join  our 
existing  lines.  If  the  conditions  were  too  stringent 
they  would  naturally  try  to  get  into  the  British 
Protectorate  north  of  Cape  Bechuanaland  ;  and  it 
is  desirous  that  ^  jjour  parlei^  shouJd  take  place  as 
regards  these  railways  which  might  in  the  future 
interfere  with  trade  which  is  our  birthright. 


*  I  find  this  refers  to    the  whole  of  the  line,  within  Bechuanaland  and  the 
Protectorate . 
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